R. B. Williams 55 Zoological Bibliography 2019 6(6) 


Bibliographical descriptions and dating of the original parts 
and consolidated volumes of H. T. Stainton’s A Manual of 
British Butterflies and Moths, with dating and combined order 
of precedence of some relevant contemporaneous literature 


R. B. Williams 


COPYRIGHT: © 2019 Williams. This is an article distributed under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution Licence, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction 
in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited. 


ABSTRACT: Henry Tibbats Stainton’s A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths, issued in 33 parts 
during 1856-1859, was published in London by John Van Voorst. Immediately on their 
completion in 1857 the first 14 parts were re-issued as the consolidated volume 1 in cloth- 
covered boards. Likewise, the remaining parts 15-33, completed in 1859, were consolidated as 
volume 2. The detailed contents of the letterpress in a complete set of the original parts are 
described herein. Since the parts are dated only to the month on the wrappers, precise 
publication dates are established from external information in scientific journals and British 
newspapers, dated to the day. Extra matter printed on the wrappers, but not published 
elsewhere, is also described. Several contemporaneous works on Lepidoptera, published 
during 1856-1859 in England, France or Germany that discuss many of the same taxa as those 
in Stainton’s Manual are also dated as closely as possible to determine their combined order of 
precedence. The statuses and original authorship of some taxa published therein are 
uncertain; some are allegedly nomina nuda. However, such determinations are beyond the 
scope of this present paper, which is intended only to establish the contents and exact dates of 
the individual parts of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths and of relevant 
contemporaneous works, to support any future taxonomic research by Lepidoptera 
specialists. The exact composition of the rare two-part publication by Stainton entitled List of 
British Lepidoptera (1857, 1859) has hitherto been uncertain. It is now established herein that it 
consists solely of the species-lists that had been sewn into the individual parts of A Manual of 
British Butterflies and Moths, but were not included in the subsequently re-issued consolidated 
volumes. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Henry Tibbats Stainton (1822-1892) (Figure 1) was one of the most productive British 
entomological authors of the Victorian period, and was greatly influential in encouraging 
young “incipients” in the study of entomology (Entomological Societies of Oxford and 
Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xxxix—xl; Douglas & McLachlan, 1893). Much of his copious output 
(see Royal Society of London, 1871: 790-791; 1879: 996; 1896: 473; Freeman, 1980: 325-326) 
was published by John Van Voorst (1804-1898) (Figure 2), perhaps the most highly respected 
scientific publisher of his time (see Williams, 2004). This fruitful cooperation resulted in the 
publication of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths (Stainton, 1856-1859; see also 
Freeman, 1980: item 3534), which was one of the many monographs that Van Voorst issued 
in parts, subsequently re-issued in this instance as two consolidated volumes (Stainton, 
1857a, 1859a). Although Freeman calls for a second edition of 1867, I have found no evidence 
for its existence; it seems probable that Freeman had confused two different books, the other 
being British Butterflies and Moths (Stainton, 1867), a single volume with coloured plates 
(Freeman, 1980: item 3536). 

Whilst this introductory guide to the British Lepidoptera, hereinafter referred to as The 
Manual, was avowedly written for young incipient entomologists, it was long ago pointed 
out by Fletcher (1930) that it had unexpected nomenclatural and taxonomic importance. 
Fletcher’s objective was to demonstrate that the parts of The Manual dealing with the 
Tortricina moths pre-date a series of papers on Tortricina in the Wiener Entomologische 
Monatschrift by Lederer (1859a, b, c, d, e, f) and a monograph, The British Tortrices, by 
Wilkinson (1859), both of which include taxa in common with The Manual. He concluded 
that Stainton “first described several genera which had previously merely been named by 
Gueneée and Stephens”, i.e., genera that were previously nomina nuda (Fletcher, 1930: 188). 
Apparently, the descriptions by Lederer and Wilkinson were thitherto believed to be the first 
valid publications of the genus-group names concerned. Unfortunately, Fletcher did not 
specify the particular names involved, nor the specific publications by Achille Guenée 
(1809-1880) (see Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xxiv) and 
James Francis Stephens (1792-1852) (see Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 
1858 [1859]: xl—xli) to which he alluded. Because of that, and since Stainton himself did not 
draw special attention to those particular genera in The Manual, much laborious research 
would be required to identify them; he described 298 species of 73 Tortricina genera. A 
further difficulty is that Stainton, desirous of keeping his guide as uncomplicated as 
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possible, did not cite any original authorities at all for the scientific names of taxa, although 
he did attribute some other information about descriptions, habitats, etc. ! 

At the time of Stainton’s writing The Manual, he may or may not have realized that 
certain names of Tortricina had previously been published only as nomina nuda. 
Nevertheless, according to Fletcher, Stainton’s inclusion of them in The Manual apparently 
happened to constitute, knowingly or unknowingly, their first valid descriptions. Perhaps 
Stainton did not know, because in the previous instance of the Geometrae? he had taken 
pains to delay his publication of their descriptions until he was able to consult the volumes 
on the same group by Guenée that he knew were imminent (see Appendix). However, the 
fact remains that he did not delay publishing on the Tortricina, although he was certainly 
aware of the forthcoming volume by Wilkinson (1859), which he had himself solicited as 
editor of The Entomologist’s Annual (see Stainton, 1855). Furthermore, he was also in 
communication with Lederer, who during the course of publishing his series of papers on 
the European Tortricina (Lederer, 1859a, b, c, d, e, f) supplied him with specimens from 
Vienna (Stainton, 1859b). 

Fletcher (1930) was apparently the first to note that some of Stainton’s genus 
descriptions were new. However, the bibliographical information in his paper requires some 
correction, because it is incomplete, indeed even misleading in some respects. Fletcher 
provided dates only for the parts of volume 2 of The Manual, but he conflated them with 
those of volume 1, stating that volume 2 comprises 33 parts issued during 1858-1859. In fact, 
the 33 parts comprise both volumes and were issued during 1856-1859. Nevertheless, he 
later correctly stated that parts 15 to 33 form volume 2.°% He listed their publication dates, 
which he had inferred from announcements in The Entomologist’s Weekly Intelligencer 
(hereinafter The Intelligencer), but he apparently had not seen the original parts. 4 

It is beyond the scope of the present paper to identify the nomina nuda to which Fletcher 
(1930) alluded, but it is likely that they might be included in one or more of the following 
publications: Guenée (1845, 1852a, b, c, 1854, 1857a [1858], 1857b [1858]); Stephens (1852a, 
1852b); Stephens et al. (1856). Other works, perhaps including Stainton (1854), are not, 
however, precluded. Valuable sources for confirming Fletcher’s unspecified Tortricina 
genera may be Sherborn’s (1922-1933) Index Animalium and Neave’s (1939-1940) Nomenclator 
Zoologicus. Names deemed to be nomina nuda are indicated in both works by “[n.n.]”, with 
bibliographic references thereto. 


'In spite of Stainton’s simplicity of approach and avoidance of abstruse taxonomic and nomenclatural 
problems, The Manual was still regarded by his peers as an important standard work. The eminent 
entomologist William Forsell Kirby (1844-1912) modelled his A Manual of European Butterflies on it, as 
indicated by its full title (Kirby, 1862). Although having a different printer (A. Pearce) and publisher (Williams 
and Norgate), the text closely follows the style and layout of Stainton’s Manual. 

2 The Geometrina (= Geometrae) were published in The Manual in parts 15-20 (pages 1-123 of volume 2; 1 
April to 4 September 1858); and the Tortricina in parts 22-26 (pages 188-277 of volume 2; 1 November 1858 to 
7 March 1859). 

3 His assertion that part 33 is a double part is based upon its consisting of five gatherings (the single parts 
contain only two), but it bears only a single part-number and is priced as a single part, unlike the double parts 
containing four gatherings and numbered 27/28, 29/30 and 31/32. 

4 This supposition is supported by the fact that in recording the pagination of each part, he made no mention 
of the extra, un-paginated gatherings of species-lists (see Table 1), which are not included in the consolidated 
volumes. 
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Figure 1. Henry Tibbats Stainton (1822-1892): frontispiece of volume 29 of The Entomologist’s Monthly 
Magazine (1893), courtesy of Smithsonian Libraries, Washington DC. 
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Figure 2. John Van Voorst (1804-1898): carte-de-visite portrait (PP V 1), courtesy of 
Linnean Society of London. 
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Ultimately, Fletcher’s paper has even wider implications than he perhaps realized. It 
opens a veritable “Pandora’s box”, because the late 1850s were such a highly active period of 
publishing on the British Lepidoptera, much of which may have been affected by the issuing 
of The Manual in parts over a period of 40 months during 1856-1859. Stainton described 1,902 
species of 398 genera in The Manual. Unfortunately, despite his apparent desire to stabilize 
the currently accepted nomenclature, he in fact introduced his own emendations, thereby 
attracting considerable criticism from his peers, who found themselves torn between the 
usages of Henry Doubleday (see later), Guenée, Stephens, and then Stainton himself (see 
Scott, 1856; Bree et al., 1856; Crewe, 1857). The two-fold objective of the present paper is, 
therefore, to describe fully the contents of all the parts of The Manual and to establish their 
earliest possible publication dates; and to date as closely as possible a number of 
contemporaneous works on Lepidoptera (see above) that may include new taxa and 
nomenclatural acts potentially vying with those in The Manual, and with each other, for 
precedence. However, no attempt is made herein to resolve any resulting nomenclatural or 
taxonomic problems; the information provided is intended solely to underpin any future 
research by specialists in the systematics of Lepidoptera. 

As a corollary, bibliographical descriptions of the two consolidated volumes of The 
Manual and of a separate publication derived from The Manual, entitled a List of British 
Lepidoptera ... arranged as in the Manual of British Butterflies and Moths (Stainton, 1857b, 1859c), 
are also provided. The List of British Lepidoptera (see Freeman, 1980: item 3535) is a rare work, 
the contents of which have hitherto never been explicitly described in standard 
bibliographies and library catalogues. It is now established that it consists solely of the 
species-lists that were issued with the parts of The Manual, but which were omitted from the 
consolidated volumes (see footnote 4 herein). 


Table 1. Pagination and gatherings in each part of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths, with their earliest 
evidenced availability (only one copy of each part available for study unless otherwise stated). 


Part number | Pages; gatherings | Wrapper date* | Earliest advertisement Notes 


[1]-24, [1] 2-4; March 1856; 
B-C6 2 3 March, TESL 


29 February 1856, Additional 2 leaves (pp. [1] 2- 
Shrewsbury Chronicle, p.4 | 4) show “Opinions of the 
press in favour of the study of 
entomology” 


ns 4 (Proc 4) 


1 (First re-issue | [1]-24; March 1856 5 April 1856, The Same wording, but different 

— third to tenth | B-C Intelligencer for 1856, p.8 | type-setting, as the original 

thousand issue. No additional leaves 

thousand) Advertiser, p. 8 from “3rd to 10th thousand” 
of part 1 


2 


25-48, [1], [1-2]; April 1856; 22 March 1856, Oxford Three copies examined. First 
D-E6 21,2 7 April, TESL Chronicle & Reading additional leaf (p. [1]) 

ns 4 (Proc 8) Gazette, p. 4 “Manual list of butterflies” 
(printed on one side); final 
leaf (pp. [1-2], both sides) 
bears Van Voorst 
advertisements 


ISSN 2045-4651 CAC1F546-9F67-4829-BEE4-74BCOA80DFF1 Published 24 January 2019 


R. B. Williams 


Part number 


2 (3rd 
thousand) 


2 (4th 
thousand) 


3 (First re-issue 


— third to tenth 
thousand) 


10 


11 


12 


Pages; gatherings 


Not seen 


Not seen 


121-144; 
M-N® 


145-168, [1]-2; 
O-P6 3y2 


169-192; 
Q-R 


193-216; 
S-T¢ 


217-240; 
U-X6 


241-264; 
Y-Z6 


265-288, [1-4]; 
2A-B6 44 


ISSN 2045-4651 


Wrapper date* 


Not seen 


Not seen 


May 1856; 
5 May, TESL ns 


May 1856 


June 1856; 

2 June, TESL ns 
4 (Proc 16) 

July 1856; 

7 July, TESL ns 


August 1856; 

4 August, TESL 
ns 4 (Proc 21 
September 
1856; 

1 September, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 


October 1856; 
6 October, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 


November 
1856; 

3 November, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 


December 1856; 
1 December, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 


January 1857; 

5 January, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 
38) 

February 1857; 
2 February, 
TESL ns 4 (Proc 
56) 
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Earliest advertisement 


26 April 1856, Birmingham 


Journal, p. 12 


1 October 1856, Morning 
Advertiser, p. 7 


22 April 1856, Sussex 
Advertiser, p. 1 


31 May 1856, The Globe, p. 


1; The Intelligencer for 
1856, p. 72 


28 June 1856, Bell’s Weekly 


Messenger, p. 8 


1 August 1856, Morning 
Advertiser, p. 8 


30 August 1856, Bell’s 
Weekly Messenger, p. 8 


1 October 1856, Morning 
Advertiser, p. 7 


31 October 1856, The 
Substitute, p. 12 


29 November 1856, 


Illustrated London News, p. 


24 


5 January 1857, The 
Zoologist, vol. 15, p. 5519 


2 February 1857, The 
Zoologist, vol. 15, p. 5521 
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Notes 


“Manual list of butterflies” 
presumably included, but 
inclusion of Van Voorst 
advertisements not certain 
“Manual list of butterflies” 
presumably included, but 
inclusion of Van Voorst 
advertisements not certain 
Two copies examined 


Type-setting different from 
original impression (Lord 
Walsingham’s copy in 
Natural History Museum, 
London; shelf-mark SB o 
S.21.¢ 

Two copies examined 


Additional 2 leaves (pp. [1]-2) 
show “Manual list of 
Sphinges and Bombyces” 
(printed on one side) 


Two copies examined 


Two copies examined 


Additional 4 un-paginated 
leaves (pp. [1-4]) show 
“Manual list of Noctuae” 
(printed on one side) 
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Part number 


Pages; gatherings 


13 289-312; 
2C-D6 

14 [i]-xii, 313-338, [1- 
2); 
Af 2E-Fé 2G2 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 121-144, [1-4], [1- 
2]; 
M-N® x4 242 

21 145-168; 
O-P6 

22 169-192; 
Q-R® 

23 193-216; 
S-T¢ 

24 217-240; 
U-X6 

25 241-264; 
Y-Z6 

ISSN 2045-4651 


Wrapper date* 


March 1857; 
2 March, TESL 


April 1857; 
4 May, TESL ns 
4 (Proc 69) 


May 1858; 
3 May, TESL ns 
5 (Proc 19) 


July 1858; 
7 July, TESL ns 


August 1858; 
2 August, TESL 


September 
1858; 

4 October, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 
39) 


October 1858; 
4 October, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 


November 
1858; 

1 November, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 


December 1858; 
7 December, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 


January 1859; 
3 January, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 


February 1859; 
7 February, 
TESL ns 5 (Proc 


62 


Earliest advertisement 
2 March 1857, The 
Zoologist, vol. 15, p. 5639 


16 March 1857, John Bull, 
p.2 


1 May 1858, Cambridge 
Chronicle & Journal, p. 4 


1 July 1858, Morning Post, 
p.8 


2 August 1858, The 
Zoologist, vol. 16, p. 6221 


4 September 1858, The 
Intelligencer, vol. 4, p. 184 


4 October 1858, The 
Zoologist, vol. 16, p. 6289 


1 November 1858, The 
Zoologist, vol. 17, p. 6349 


4 December 1858, The 
Intelligencer, vol. 5, p. 80 


1 January 1859, The 
Intelligencer, vol. 5, p. 112 


7 February 1859, The 
Zoologist, vol. 17, p. 6470 
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Notes 


The complete volume 1 was 
available 4 April 1857. Last 
un-paginated leaf (pp. [1-2], 
both sides) has Van Voorst, 
Longman and Newman 
advertisements 


First 4 additional un- 
paginated leaves (pp. [1-4]) 
show “Manual list of 
Geometrae” (printed on one 
side); final 2 un-paginated 
leaves (pp. [1-2]) show 
“Manual list of Pyralides” 
printed on one side 


Included in error on Van 
Voorst’s list of books 
published in 1859 
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Part number | Pages; gatherings | Wrapper date* | Earliest advertisement Notes 
26 265-288, [1-4]; March 1859; 5 March 1859, The Additional 4 un-paginated 
2A-Bé 3y4 7 March, TESL | Intelligencer, vol. 5, p. 184 | leaves (pp. [1-4]) show 
ns 5 (Proc 58) “Manual list of Tortrices” 
printed on one side 
27 & 28 289-336; April 1859; 2 April 1859, The Two parts sewn as one 
2C-F6 4 April, TESL Intelligencer, vol. 6, p. 8 
29 & 30 337-384; May 1859; 30 April 1859, The Two parts sewn as one 
2G-Ké 2 May, TESL ns | Intelligencer, vol. 6, p. 40 
5 (Proc 64) 
31 & 32 385-432; June 1859; 4 June 1859, The Two parts sewn as one 
2L-O¢ 6 June, TESL ns | Intelligencer, vol. 6, p. 80 
33 [i]-xi, 433-480, [1- | July 1859; 1 July 1859, The Two copies examined. First 7 
8]; 4 July, TESL ns _ | Intelligencer, vol. 6, p. 105 | additional un-paginated 
A$ 2P-S¢ 4y4 5y4 5 (Proc 71) leaves (pp. [1-7]) show 


“Manual list of Tineina” 
(printed on one side); final 
leaf (p. [8]) shows 
“Pterophorina” and 
“Alucitina” (printed together 
on the same side) 


* Following the wrapper date is given the exact date of the meeting of the Entomological Society of London at 
which Stainton presented a copy to its library. The shortened form of its source reference, e.g., “TESL ns 4 
(Proc 4)”, is interpreted as “Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series, volume 4 
(Proceedings page 4)”. 


CONTENTS AND DATING OF THE MANUAL 


The parts-issue 


With regard to nomenclatural priorities and acts, the exact contents and dating of the 
parts of The Manual are crucial, and take precedence over the two consolidated volumes. The 
following description of the parts is based primarily upon a complete run of parts 1-33 plus 
a re-issue of part 1; duplicates of parts 2-4, 8 and 11; and a triplicate part 2 (all in my own 
collection). Supplementing these are two separate parts bound at the end of a volume 2 once 
owned by Lord Walsingham, now held by The Natural History Museum, London (shelf- 
mark SB o S.21.c);5 they comprise a re-issue of part 3 and a part 33; two empty sets of 
wrappers for part 12 also present. Among those parts of which more than one copy was 
available for examination, no differences between copies were observed, except for the re- 
issued parts 1 and 3. I was unable to trace any separate parts, as issued, in academic 


> Lord Walsingham’s volumes are in library bindings with, at the end of volume 2, the aforementioned 
duplicate parts and wrappers. Volume 2 is inscribed “Thomas de Grey 1866, Merton Hall Thetford”, i.e., the 
6th Baron Walsingham (1843-1919); both volumes bear inked stamps with the wording “MUS. 
WALSINGHAM.”, “BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY)” and “DEPT OF ENTOMOLOGY”. The odd 
parts bear similar stamps of the “ZOOLOGICAL DEPT.”. 
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libraries.© Those known to have been presented by Stainton to the (now Royal) 
Entomological Society of London (see Table 1) are no longer to be found in its library (pers. 
comm., Val McAtear, RESL librarian, 30 August 2018). 

The wrappers of each part bear its month and year of publication (Figure 3); therefore, 
secondary sources were necessary to establish its actual day of publication, or as nearly as 
possible (see Table 1). Fletcher (1930) employed only The Intelligencer for that purpose; here I 
have extracted pertinent information from Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
The Intelligencer, The Substitute and The Zoologist, as well as from advertisements in British 
newspapers. ’ Both The Intelligencer and The Substitute were edited by Stainton, and thus any 
information contained therein about The Manual is deemed to be completely reliable; both 
those journals are themselves dated to the day, as are all the newspapers consulted. Further 
fortuitous coincidences are that Edward Newman (1801-1876) was both printer and 
publisher of The Intelligencer and The Substitute; furthermore, he also edited and printed The 
Zoologist, which was published by Van Voorst. The close professional associations between 
Stainton, Newman and Van Voorst ensure that information in all three of those journals 
about other relevant entomological works with which they were associated may confidently 
be relied upon. 

Table 1 summarizes information obtained from the original parts of The Manual. It 
comprises the printed dates on the wrappers, the contents (as page numbers and gatherings 
of leaves), the earliest dated evidence for the existence of each part, and additional notes. 
Evidence of publication comprises exact dates of journals or newspapers in which 
advertisements for parts are printed, or the reported dates of meetings of the Entomological 
Society of London, at which Stainton routinely donated the latest part to the Society’s library. 
If advertisements worded “Now ready”, “This day is published”, or similar, were repeated 
in consecutive issues of any publication, the earliest of them has been accepted. ® 

The first three parts of The Manual were reprinted at least once, as noted by Hagen (1863: 
185): “Die Bogen B-G von T. 1 sind spater verandert umgedruckt, der Index giebt deshalb 
eine doppelte Pagina an.” [“Sheets B—G were later reprinted differently, therefore the index 
gives a double pagination for them.”] This is corroborated by the “FIRST RE-ISSUE. - 
THIRD TO TENTH THOUSAND” of part 1 (Figure 4); by newspaper advertisements for the 
third and fourth thousands of part 2 (see Table 1); and by Lord Walsingham’s copy of the 
first re-issue of part 3 in the Natural History Museum, London (see previously and Table 1). 
Comparisons of the letterpress of original parts in wrappers, subscribers’ parts in custom- 
bindings, or consolidated volumes in publisher’s cloth confirmed the differences between 
original and re-issued copies of parts 1-3. 


6 Wheldon & Wesley Limited, the pre-eminent twentieth-century natural-history booksellers, apparently were 
not able to supply a copy in parts, at least between 1967 and 2000 (according to their card-index system in the 
Smithsonian Institution, held since the closure of the company; pers. comm., Leslie Overstreet, Smithsonian 
Institution Libraries, 12 October 2018). 

7 British Library (https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/british-newspaper-archive), accessed September 2018. 

8 Statements such as this should not be taken too literally. The same wording would often be included in 
different newspapers and journals over a period of days or even weeks. Nevertheless, whilst the first of 
several consecutive statements may well have coincided with publication, its date should be viewed with 
some caution (Williams, 2017a: 80). 
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Figure 3. Front wrapper (page w[1]) of part 1 of A Manual of British Butterflies and 
Moths. Actual size 193 x 113 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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Figure 4. Front wrapper (page w[1]) of the first re-issue of part 1 of A Manual of 
British Butterflies and Moths. Actual size 193 x 113 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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In part 1, reprinting involved only slight changes in the spacing of words with no effect 
on pagination. However, reprinting of parts 2 and 3 resulted in some rearrangements of 
words around text wood-engravings, with occasional shifts of the figures from one side of a 
page to the other; also, English vernacular names were added to the Latin names of 
caterpillars’ food-plants already provided in the original printings. The greatest changes 
occurred in part 3, in which 15 lines of text (of no taxonomic importance) were transferred 
from pages 62-63 to page 51, at the same time deleting five preceding lines from the original 
page 62. The effect on the pagination, as noted by Hagen (1863), necessitated alternative 
page numbers (in Appendix I of volume 1) for indexing some of the species described 
between pages 51 and 69. ° 

The original impression, which rapidly sold out, was apparently of 2,000 copies, since 
the first re-issue of parts 1 and 3 (and probably of part 2 also, though not seen) comprised the 
“third to tenth thousand” (see Figure 4). Reprinting of parts 1-3 (gatherings B—G) was 
presumably necessitated by the immediate popularity of the butterfly section of the work. 
There is no evidence that any later parts were reprinted, but the minimum number of 
complete sets of volumes that could have been in existence is presumably 2,000, although 
not all of the letterpress was necessarily cased and sold. !° I have found no evidence of the 
work’s being remaindered; it was still in print in 1888 (at the same price per volume as when 
originally published), after Gurney & Jackson continued Van Voorst’s business following his 
retirement in 1886. ! 


Printed materials on the wrappers 


A notable feature of the printed wrappers of The Manual is that, apart from the usual 
publisher’s advertisements, they bear certain portions of text that formed part of the 
letterpress in subsequent parts, as well as some material that was never published elsewhere 
(see Williams, 2005: 35). An inventory of the materials printed on the wrappers is given in 
Table 2. The notation for pagination of the wrappers follows the recommendation of 
Williams (2005). 

The explanations of abbreviations and descriptive terms included on the wrappers of 
parts 1-3, 5-7, 15 and 16 are crucial for understanding the parts of each volume as they were 
issued, because these explanations were not included in the main letterpress until the 
preliminary pages had been published in the last part of each volume (parts 14 and 33). 
These explanations differed between the volumes because they were tailored to the 


9 Appendix I, serving as an index to volume 1, was published in part 14. A similar appendix I was also 
provided in part 33 as an index to volume 2. 

10 A survey of copies listed by COPAC (Consortium of Online Public Access Catalogues, accessed 24 October 
2018); WorldCat-OCLC (Online Computer Library Center, accessed 12 October 2018); and other miscellaneous 
public and private sources revealed a total of 148 complete sets. Advertisements (Table 1) suggest that over 
3,000 copies of parts 1-3 were sold. 

11 In November 1888, Gurney & Jackson appended to some copies of Notes on Sport and Ornithology (Rudolf, 
1889) a 16-page advertising brochure, comprised almost entirely of Van Voorst’s previous publications, 
including The Manual volumes. Pasted on a spare part 12 wrapper bound into Lord Walsingham’s set of parts 
in the Natural History Museum, London, is Gurney & Jackson’s trade-label, so they apparently were able to 
supply at least some individual parts after 1886. 
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descriptions of the particular included species. Some additions to explanations were made as 
necessary during publication (parts 7, 8, 11). Errata are noticed in parts 1 and 9. 

In addition to such primary information that was ultimately reprinted in the text, some 
material from other sources, such as notes from The Intelligencer (which Stainton edited) and 
The Zoologist, was reprinted on the wrappers of part 18. Certain unique material not 
reproduced elsewhere includes Stainton’s responses to matters raised by correspondents (in 
parts 2, 7, 8); his editorial observations and avuncular advice to incipients (in parts 15, 17, 
21); and his notifications about the contents of forthcoming parts (in parts 4, 15, 19, 20, 22, 
26-32). Of particular interest is the publication of a letter from the well-known entomologist, 
the Rev. Henry Harpur Crewe (1828-1883) about the rearing and descriptions of caterpillars 
of Eupithecia subumbrata, E. haworthiata and E. vulgata. 1 have been unable to discover 
whether it was republished; it is not in The Intelligencer or The Zoologist, perhaps the most 
likely places. 


Table 2. Materials printed on the wrappers of each part of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. 


Part number Page wi1] Page wI2] Page wi[3] Page wl4] 
1 Part no., date, | Editorial: Benefits of “Explanation of the Van Voorst 
title, etc. exercise, object of this book, | Abbreviations used in advertisements for The 
erratum the Descriptions” Entomologist’s Annual 
1855 and 1856 
1 (First re-issue | Part no., date, | Editorial: Benefits of “Explanations, to be Van Voorst 
— third to tenth | title, etc. exercise, object of this book | reprinted in the Work _ | advertisements for The 
thousand) itself” Entomologist’s Annual 
1855 and 1856 
thousand 
2(3examples) | Part no., date, | Editorial: Benefits of “Explanations, to be Van Voorst and 
title, etc. exercise, object of this book, | reprinted in the Work Newman 
“Answers to inquiries” itself” advertisements for 
“New Works on 
Entomology” 


thousand 
thousand 


3(2examples) | Part no., date, | Editorial: Benefits of “Explanations, to be Van Voorst and 
title, etc. exercise, object of this book; | reprinted in the Work Longman 

The Entomologist’s Weekly itself” advertisements 
Intelligencer (advertisement 

3 (First re-issue | Part no., date, | Editorial: Benefits of “Explanations, to be Van Voorst and 

— third to tenth | title, etc. exercise, object of this book; | reprinted in the Work Longman 

thousand) The Entomologist’s Weekly itself” advertisements 
Intelligencer (advertisement 

4(2examples) | Part no., date, | Editorial: Notice about Van Voorst The Entomologist’s 


title, etc. wood-cuts; “To advertisements Weekly Intelligencer and 
Advertisers”, Longman Longman 
advertisement advertisements 
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10 
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12 (3 examples) 


13 


14 
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Page wi1] 
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Page wI2] 


“To Advertisers”, 4th 
thousand of No. 1 selling, 
The Entomologist’s Weekly 
Intelligencer and Van Voorst 
advertisements 

“To Advertisers”, 4th 
thousand of No. 1 selling, 
The Entomologist’s Weekly 
Intelligencer and James 
Gardner’s (naturalist) 
advertisements 

“To Advertisers”, 4th 
thousand of No. 1 selling, 
“To Correspondents”, James 
Gardner’s advertisement, 
“Additional Abbreviation” 
“To Advertisers”, 4th 
thousand of Nos. 1 & 2 
selling, “To 
Correspondents”, 
“Additional Abbreviations”, 
Van Voorst advertisement 
Editorial: “Winter 
evenings” [1] 


Editorial: “Winter 
evenings” [2] 


Editorial: “Punctuality” 


Editorial: “Opening the 


campaign” 


Editorial: “A visit to the 
sallows” 


Editorial: “Civility”; 
Longman advertisement 


Vol. 1 advertisement; 
Editorial: “Spring”; note on 
Geometrina (Guenée) 
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Page wi[3] 


“Explanations, to be 
reprinted in the Work 
itself” 


“Explanations, to be 
reprinted in the Work 
itself” 


“Explanations, to be 
reprinted in the Work 
itself” 


Editorial: work for the 
winter; James Gardner's 
advertisement 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements; 
errata 

Miscellaneous notes 
from The Substitute 
(Newman) 

Van Voorst and 
Newman 
advertisements; 
“Additional 
Abbreviation” 

Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
(1857) 

Newman advertisement 


Newman, Longman 
and John Wheldon’s 
(bookseller) 
advertisements 
“Explanations, to be 
reprinted in the Work 
itself”; Newman 
advertisement 


Page wl4] 


Longman 
advertisement 


Longman 
advertisement 


Van Voorst 
advertisements 


Van Voorst, Newman 
and Longman 
advertisements 


Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Need for A Manual of 
British Beetles; Van 
Voorst advertisement 
Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
(1857) 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman advertisement; 
“Notice” completion 
vol. 1 

Newman advertisement; 
“Notice” completion 
vol. 1; “To 
Correspondents” 
Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 
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Part no., date, 
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Part no., date, 
title, etc. 
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& 30 Part no., date, 
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Page wI2] 


Vol. 1 advertisement; 
Newman and Van Voorst 
advertisements 


Vol. 1 advertisement; 
Editorial: “The season”; 
Longman’s advertisement 
Extract from The Zoologist; 
letter on larvae from H. 
Harpur Crewe; Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual (1858 
Note on conclusion of 
Geometrina; Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual (1858 
Note on conclusion of 
Geometrina; Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual (1858 
Editorial: arranging 
collections and The 
Entomologist’s Annual 

The British Tortrices in press; 
commencement of 
Tortricina; Newman 
advertisement 

The British Tortrices in press; 
list of subscribers 


The British Tortrices in press; 
updated list of subscribers 


The British Tortrices in press; 
updated list of subscribers 


Editorial: Completion of The 
Manual 


Editorial: Completion of The 
Manual; Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Editorial: Completion of The 
Manual; Van Voorst 
advertisement 
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Page wi[3] 


“Explanations, to be 
reprinted in the Work 
itself”; Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
(1858) 

Van Voorst and 
Newman 
advertisements 
Advertisement for and 
extracts from The 
Entomologist’s Weekly 
Intelligencer 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


The British Tortrices in 
press; closure of 
subscribers’ list 


The British Tortrices in 
press; subscribers’ list 
closed 

Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Newman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Page wl4] 


Longman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Extracts from and 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Weekly 
Intelligencer 


Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Longman and Van 
Voorst advertisements 


Van Voorst’s 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
1859 
Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
(1859) 
Van Voorst 
advertisement for The 
Entomologist’s Annual 
(1859) 
Van Voorst 
advertisement 


Van Voorst 
advertisements; 
Accentuated List 
published 

Van Voorst 
advertisements; The 
British Tortrices 
published 
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Part number Page wl1] Page w[2] Page w[3] Page wl4] 
31 & 32 Part no., date, | Editorial: Completion of The | Van Voorst and Longman 
title, etc. Manual; Newman Longman advertisement 
advertisements advertisements 
33 (2 examples) | Part no., date, | Van Voorst (The Manual, Van Voorst and Van Voorst 
title, etc. volumes 1& 2) and Longman advertisement 
Newman advertisements advertisements 


Stainton was also fond of addressing to schoolboys short homilies urging their physical 
and moral self-improvement. Thus he impressed on them the benefits of exercise (in parts 1- 
3), and the importance of punctuality (in part 11) and civility (in part 14). He also illustrated, 
by short instructional stories about the (presumably) fictional family of Fred Lowton, his 
older sisters Alice and Emily and their Aunt Sophia, how the boredom of long winter 
evenings might be alleviated by preparing lists of Lepidoptera to be searched for in the 
summer months (in parts 9 and 10), and how even in February Fred and his playmate Alfred 
Webster could find caterpillars in the dark (in part 12). Later, a cousin, Benjamin Stansfield, 
appeared on the scene for an evening collecting-visit to the sallows (in part 13); when 
exhorted not to be late, Fred’s reply was “Trust me, I’ve read the ‘Manual’ for January!” — 
this refers to Stainton’s exhortations in part 11 about punctuality, again involving fictional 
characters. If such stories might give the impression that The Manual is merely a popular 
work for schoolboys, it must be remembered that it was written expressly for incipient (a 
favourite word of Stainton’s) entomologists of all ages. As such, it was an extremely valuable 
field-identification guide-book, and Stainton’s avuncular style displayed on the wrappers 
does not detract from the scientific importance of the included descriptions of new taxa. 


The consolidated volumes 


The Manual was issued as two volumes in publisher's cloth, using sheets mainly of the 
original impression. However, since the first impression of parts 1-3 sold out, that portion of 
the letterpress in volume 1 in publisher’s cloth is usually of the later re-issue. Nevertheless, 
many copies in binder’s cloth or leather are bound from the subscribers’ parts, which are 
easily recognizable by the original stab-holes through the sides of the gatherings (Figure 5). 
Parts 1-3 in such copies might be of the first or of later impressions. Such copies may also 
have some or all of the species-lists from the original parts bound in (see Table 1). The 
species-lists were intended for labelling specimens, and sometimes may be found with some 
of the names excised (see Figure 6). Whilst copies issued in publisher’s cloth do not normally 
include those lists, occasional copies cased thus comprise the originally stab-sewn parts, and 
include the additional species-lists; hence, it may be concluded that Van Voorst sold cases to 
subscribers for binding the parts, as he did for P. H. Gosse’s Actinologia Britannica (see 
Williams, 2017b: 60). For those who bought The Manual as two volumes in publisher’s cloth, 
without the species-lists, those lists could be obtained separately as two parts in wrappers, as 
the List of British Lepidoptera (Stainton, 1857b, 1859c). Its rarity is no doubt the result of its 
being used as intended to supply labels for collections of Lepidoptera. 

The consolidated volume 1 comprises parts 1-14. According to The Publishers’ Circular of 
15 April 1857 (volume 20, no. 470, p. 173), it was published between 31 March and 14 April 
1857. A more exact date is provided by the earliest advertisement found, in The Intelligencer 
of 4 April 1857 (volume 2, p. 7). The volume was priced at 4s. 6d. The cost of the 14 parts, at 
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Figure 5. Stab-sewing through the sides of the gatherings of part 15 of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths, 


also showing printed matter on the wrapper (page w[2]). Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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Figure 6. Excisions of names from a rebound species-list of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths, also 


showing the stab-holes present in original subscriber's parts. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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3d. each, would have amounted to 3s. 6d. Therefore, casing of the volume was covered by an 
additional 1s. A similar price may have been asked for the case to bind a subscriber’s original 
parts. 

Volume 2 comprises parts 15-33. According to The Publishers’ Circular of 1 August 1859 
(volume 22, no. 525, p. 395), it was published between 15 and 30 July 1859. The earliest 
advertisement found is in The London Evening Standard of 25 July 1859 (p. 8). However, the 
earliest date of issue established for the final part 33 is 1 July 1859 (see Table 1), and since it is 
well-established that Van Voorst usually issued the consolidated volume(s) of parts-issues 
simultaneously with the final part (see Williams, 2014, 2017b, 2018), it might be expected that 
volume 2 would have been available on or about that date. In fact this was indeed the case, 
because on page w[2] of the wrapper of the final part 33 is an advertisement for the complete 
volumes 1 and 2 (see Table 2), which were thus available on 1 July 1859. This date of 
availability is corroborated in The Intelligencer of 2 July 1859 (volume 6, p. 105). Volume 2 
was priced at 5s. 6d., or both volumes could be had together at 10s. Parts 15-33 comprising 
volume 2 cost a total of 4s. 9d. Although the double parts cost 6d. each, the final over-sized 
part 33 still cost only 3d. like the other single parts, so the casing cost an extra 9d. in this 
instance. 


Figure 7. Mode of folding of the two gatherings in a single part of A Manual of British Butterflies and 
Moths. Thick lines represent unopened folds; pecked lines are spine-folds; point-holes also indicated. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE MANUAL 


The following description is of the sole edition of the two volumes of The Manual, 
published in 1857 and 1859 by Van Voorst. It is based upon examination of my own copies, 
comprising one set and some duplicates of original parts in wrappers (see previously); five 
sets of volumes in publisher’s cloth; and two sets in binder’s cloth or leather. Although, for 
the purposes of nomenclature and taxonomy, the contents and dates of the original parts 
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(see Table 1) take precedence over those of the consolidated volumes, the contents are more 
conveniently examined in the volumes, where they are in the intended final order, i.e., as 
publisher’s “ideal copy” (Gaskell, 1974: 315). There are no plates, but within the letterpress 
are printed 82 wood-engravings in volume 1, and 160 in volume 2; they are not signed, nor 
are they attributed to any artist by the author. 


The letterpress 


The Manual was printed by Edward Newman at 9, Devonshire Street, Bishopsgate, 
London (see T. P. Newman (1876) for further details of his father, Edward). The parts and 
the volumes were printed on demy paper in duodecimo format. The gatherings are stab- 
sewn }° in sixes, the first three leaves of which are signed. There are two gatherings in most 
parts (see Figure 7), or four gatherings in the double parts; part 14, however, contains three 
gatherings and a conjugate pair, and part 33 contains five gatherings. Several of the 
original parts examined were completely or partially unopened, allowing unequivocal 
determination of imposition, folding and sewing. Only one point-hole is visible in each 
gathering of six, on or close to the fold between leaves 2 and 3 (see Figure 7). Since two 
point-holes are essential to ensure correct register of imposition during perfecting of a sheet, 
this indicates that each pair of gatherings must have been printed as a whole sheet, and then 
vertically bisected before each resulting half-sheet was folded for sewing without further 
cutting. This mode of imposition is not recorded in standard works such as Gould (1876), 
McKerrow (1927) or Gaskell (1974). It is therefore technically described herein as “single-cut 
duodecimo in sixes (two signatures)”. 

The demy leaf dimensions of the parts are 193 x 113 mm (uncut, shape ratio 1.71). 
Following the procedure of Gaskell (1974: 86), multiplying up the leaf dimensions for a 
duodecimo format gives 579 x 452 mm or 22.8 x 17.8 inches, which approximates to the size 
of a demy sheet of 22% x 17% inches (Gould, 1876). The leaf dimensions of early-issued 
volumes, with all edges trimmed, are 189 x 110 mm (shape ratio 1.72). Later copies may be 
slightly more heavily trimmed, with the leaf dimensions 185 x 110 mm (shape ratio 1.68). 

The title-page of the consolidated volume 1 of The Manual (see Figure 8) reads (in quasi- 
facsimile): 


A MANUAL | OF | BRITISH | BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS. | BY | H. T. STAINTON, 
| EDITOR OF ‘THE ENTOMOLOGIST’S ANNUAL.’ | [26 mm rule] | VOL. I. | 
(COMPRISING THE BUTTERFLIES AND STOUT-BODIED MOTHS). | [26 mm rule] | 
LONDON : | JOHN VAN VOORST, 1, PATERNOSTER ROW. | [2.5 mm rule] | 1857. 


2 Despite being described as “Complete in Two Vols. fcp. 8vo, cloth, price 10s.” (London Evening Standard, 25 
July 1859, page 8). The Victorian book-trade frequently described books according to their finished size in the 
hand, rather than according to the strict terminology of printers. 

13 Stab-sewing penetrates the side of a gathering, rather than its spine-fold (see Figures 5, 6 and 14). 

14JTn addition, parts 2, 7, 12, 20, 26 and 33 include various numbers of supplementary leaves of species-lists 
(Table 1). 

15 The point-hole is rarely exactly on the fold, so may be very close to the bottom of either leaf 2 or leaf 3 of a 
gathering, and appears in the same relative position in each of the paired gatherings, which constitute the 
whole sheet comprising each part. 
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The collational formula of volume 1 is: 

Demy 12mo in sixes: A® B—2F* 2G? [$3 signed (-A1, A2, A3, 2G2)]. 176 leaves. 1 

The composition of volume 1 is: 

xii + 338 + ii pp; [i-iii] iv [v—vii] viii-xii [1] 2-319 [320-321] 322-334 [335] 336-338 [i-ii]. 
Paginated at top, centres of pages. Pages in square brackets, as shown above, are not 
numbered. I have a copy with an owner’s inscription dated 16 January 1858, into which is 
sewn an additional list of books published by Van Voorst, June 1856 (4 leaves, pages [i-—viii]). 

The contents of volume 1 of The Manual are as follows: 

[i] title-page; [ii] printer’s imprint; [iii]-iv preface; [v] contents; [vi] errata; [vii]—xii 
abbreviations used; [1]-12 introductory notes; 12-20 Papilionidae; 21-48 Nymphalidae; 
48-49 Erycinidae; 49-63 Lycaenidae; 63-69 Hesperidae; 69-71 queries on metamorphoses; 
72-75 introductory notes on moths; 75-81 Sphingina, Zygaenidae; 81-97 Sphingidae; 97-100 
Sesiidae; 100-106 Aegeriidae; 107-112 Bombycina, Hepialidae; 112-114 Zeuzeridae; 114-128 
Notodontidae; 128-135 Liparidae; 135-142 Lithosidae; 142-150 Chelonidae; 150-158 
Bombycidae; 158-159 Endromidae; 159-160 Saturnidae; 160-164 Platypterigidae; 164-169 
Psychidae; 170-176 Noctuina, Noctuo-Bombycidae; 176-177 Bryophilidae; 178-184 
Bombycoidae; 185-194 Leucanidae; 194-214 Apamidae; 214-218 Caradrinidae; 218-238 
Noctuidae; 238-254 Orthosidae; 254-259 Cosmidae; 259-278 Hadenidae; 278-288 Xylinidae; 
288-294 Heliothidae; 295-297 Acontidae; 297-299 Erastridae; 299-300 Anthophilidae; 
300-302 Phalaenoidae; 302-303 interim notes; 304-308 Plusidae; 308-309 Gonopteridae; 
310-312 Amphipyridae; 313 Toxocampidae; 313-314 Stilbidae; 314-316 Catocalidae; 317 
Ophiusidae; 318-319 Euclididae; 319 Poaphilidae; [320] blank; [321]—334 Appendix I, List of 
British Lepidoptera; [335]—338 Appendix II, English plant names; 338 printer’s imprint; 
[i]—[ii] Recent entomological publications. 

Thirteen errata are listed by the printer on page [vi] of volume 1. The error on page 18 
was previously noted on page w[2] of part 1, and was corrected in the re-issued part 1, 
which is the state normally to be found in copies in publisher’s cloth (unless the parts of the 
original impression have been cased in separately purchased boards). The three errors (on 
pages 173, 192 and 202) noted on page w[3] of the part 9 wrapper are listed again, but have 
not been corrected in print in any volume that I have seen. An additional error, hitherto 
overlooked, occurs on page 288, where Heliothidae should be numbered family IX rather 
than X. 

The title-page of the consolidated volume 2 of The Manual (see Figure 9) reads (in quasi- 
facsimile): 


A MANUAL | OF | BRITISH | BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS. | BY | H. T. STAINTON, 
| EDITOR OF “THE ENTOMOLOGIST’S ANNUAL.’ | [24.5 mm rule] | VOL. II. | 
(COMPRISING THE SLENDER-BODIED AND SMALL MOTHS). | [24.5 mm rule] | 
LONDON : | JOHN VAN VOORST, 1, PATERNOSTER ROW. | [3 mm rule] | 1859. 


16 Signatures J, V and W are omitted, as is usual in the printers’ alphabet for signing gatherings of leaves (see 
Williams, 2012). 
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Figure 8. Title-page of volume 1 of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. 
Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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Figure 9. Title-page of volume 2 of A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. Photo 
R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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The collational formula of volume 2 is: 

Demy 12mo in sixes: A® B—2S° [$3 signed (—A1, A2, A3)]. 246 leaves. 

The composition of volume 2 is: 

xii + 480 pp; [i-vii] viii—xi [xii] [1] 2-445 [446-447] 448-475 [476-477] 478-480. Paginated 
at top, centres of pages. Pages in square brackets, as shown above, are not numbered. 

The contents of volume 2 of The Manual are as follows: 

[i] title-page; [ii] printer’s imprint; [iii] errata; [iv] blank; [v] contents; [vi] blank; [vii]—xi 
abbreviations used; [xii] blank; [1]-3 Geometrina; 4-5 Ourapterydae; 5-16 Ennomidae; 17—21 
Amphidasidae; 21-32 Boarmidae; 32 Boletobidae; 32-37 Geometridae; 37-39 Ephyridae; 
39-50 Acidalidae; 51-53 Caberidae; 54-56 Macaridae; 57-64 Fidonidae; 64-67 Zerenidae; 
67-68 Ligidae; 68-71 Hybernidae; 72-116 Larentidae; 116-122 Eubolidae; 122-123 Sionidae; 
123-125 Pyralidina; 125-126 Deltoides; 126-129 Hypenidae; 129-132 Herminidae; 132-133 
Pyralites; 133 Odontidae; 134-135 Pyralidae; 136 Cledeobidae; 136-141 Ennychidae; 141-142 
Asopidae; 142-143 Steniadae; 143-146 Hydrocampidae; 146-155 Botydae; 156-157 Nolidae; 
157-159 Choreutidae; 159-163 Eudoreidae; 163-165 Galleridae; 166-177 Phycidae; 178-186 
Crambidae; 186-187 Chloephoridae; 188-200 Tortricina, Tortricidae; 200-217 Plicatae; 
217-229 Anchyloperidae; 229-236 Peroneidae; 236-250 Stigmonotidae; 250-255 
Carpocapsidae; 255-259 Cnephasidae; 259-265 Sericoridae; 265-277 Lozoperidae; 277-278 
Tortricodidae; 278-281 Tineina; 281-283 Exapatidae; 283-301 Tineidae; 301-304 
Micropterygidae; 304-310 Hyponomeutidae; 310-315 Plutellidae; 316-353 Gelechidae; 
353-361 Oeccophoridae; 362-367 Glyphipterygidae; 368-374 Argyresthidae; 374-381 
Gracilariidae; 382-393 Coleophoridae; 393-413 Elachistidae; 413-423 Lithocolletidae; 
423-429 Lyonetidae; 429-439 Nepticulidae; 439-445 Pterophorina; 445 Alucitina; [446] blank; 
[447]-475 Appendix I, List of British Lepidoptera; [476] blank; [477]-480 Appendix IL, 
English plant names; 480 printer’s imprint. 

Ten errata are listed by the printer on page [iii] of volume 2. One of them stipulates the 
deletion from page 180 of the last three lines (verso of leaf Q6 of part 22), which were 
originally duplicated at the top of page 181 (recto of leaf R1). The duplicated lines may be 
seen in the original part 22, and in all copies of volumes bound up from the original parts 
(identified by the stab-sewing holes); hence, a complete, corrected part 22 was apparently 
not re-issued. The correction is, however, seen in all later copies cased in publisher’s cloth, so 
it was effected specially for the cased volumes. Rather than following the instruction on page 
[iii], it would have been more efficiently achieved by deleting the first three lines on page 
181; indeed it was clearly done in that way in the corrected letterpress in all the volumes in 
original publisher’s cloth. The corrected leaf R1 is not, however, a cancellans; the whole half- 
sheet R° has apparently been reprinted. !” An additional error, hitherto overlooked, is that on 
page 353 the family Oecophoridae should, for consistency, be numbered VII rather than 7. 


17 Page 181 has clearly been amended by deleting the first three lines of type; the rest of gathering R° is 
unaltered, as evidenced by comparing the two states of the gathering by the transect method of McKerrow 
(1927: 183). 
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Figure 10. Van Voorst’s earliest cloth style (case a) for A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. Actual 
size of boards 195 x 113 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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Figure 11. Van Voorst’s later cloth style (case b) for A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. Actual size of 
boards 194 x 109 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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Figure 12. Van Voorst’s latest cloth style (case c) for A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths. Actual size of 
boards 191 x 110 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 


ISSN 2045-4651 CAC1F546-9F67-4829-BEE4-74BCOA80DFF1 Published 24 January 2019 


R. B. Williams 83 Zoological Bibliography 2019 6(6) 


Publisher’s cloth cases 


The work was printed in London by Edward Newman, so was probably cased locally, 
but no binder’s tickets have been discovered in the casings. As was the usual practice, 
batches of letterpress would have been cased as necessary to keep pace with sales, but with a 
print-run of at least 2,000 (see Table 1) there is potentially a considerable number of variants 
of cloth cases. Hence, although only three main physical designs have so far been found, 
there are several slight variations of the boards of the earlier two (cases a and b). !8 The 
original colours of those cloths might have been brown or purple, but it is not always 
possible to be absolutely certain because the purple usually fades to pale brown, as does an 
originally darker brown. The paucity of basic designs perhaps results from demand for the 
book being so high that casing was done in particularly large batches, whereas the observed 
variations of the boards may have been produced in different workshops (end-paper colours 
vary as well). Although the consolidated volumes were published two years apart, case 
styles are identical for both volumes, both for those early-issued examples and for the later 
sets (case c), which were, of course, cased at the same time. The cloth-grains described herein 
are classified according to the system of Krupp (2008). 

Case a: perhaps the earliest style, although there are very slight variations in the 
distance of the border-rule from the edge of the boards due to differences in the dimensions 
of the boards (191 x 110 mm to 195 x 113 mm). The cloth-grain is diagonal wave (Krupp 
Wav3); the colour may originally have been mid-brown or purple, but since both colours 
tend to fade to pale brown, they are almost indistinguishable. My copy of one variant 
contains original stab-sewn gatherings and the species-lists from the parts-issue, and so the 
boards may be of the case-style sold to original subscribers (Figure 10). The single integral 
leaf of Van Voorst advertisements in volume 1 has been retained. Another copy of volume 1 
is inscribed “January 16. 1858.” and has an 8-page list of books published by Van Voorst, 
dated June 1856, sewn at the end, but most copies do not include non-integral 
advertisements. The end-papers are pale yellow. No binder’s ticket. Volume 1: the front 
board is blind-stamped with an elaborate leafy frame and a simple border (one 3 mm wide 
plain rule); the back board is the same as the front. Gilt lettering on the spine reads: 
“STAINTON’S | MANUAL | OF | BUTTERFLIES | AND | MOTHS. | [8 mm plain rule] | 
VOL. I.” (48 mm vertical span; distance from top of spine may vary by up to 6 mm; lettering 
4 mm high). In blind at the head and tail are two plain rules (outer) and one “bar nebuly” 1 
(facing inwards). Volume 2 is the same except for “VOL. II.” in the gilt lettering. All edges 
trimmed. 

Case b: an apparently slightly later style (Figure 11). Cloth-grain Krupp Wav3; the 
boards (194 x 109 mm) perhaps mid-brown originally, tending to fade to pale brown. The 
single integral leaf of Van Voorst advertisements in volume 1 is retained, but no non-integral 
advertisements are present. The end-papers are pale yellow, dark green or grey-brown. No 
binder’s ticket. Volume 1: the front board is blind-stamped with an elaborate leafy frame (the 


18T have adopted herein the “degressive” bibliographical approach of Madan (1906), tailoring the detail of 
descriptions to what is practically useful. Thus the multiple, though slight, variations observed within styles 
here serve no useful purpose in dating copies because the original wrappered parts take precedence. 

19“Bar nebuly” is old French heraldic terminology; a plain rule with a decorative row of bobble-like 
extensions of one side. 
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same as for case a) and a simple border (two plain rules, the outer wider than the inner); the 
back board is the same as the front. Gilt lettering on the spine reads: “STAINTON’S | 
MANUAL | OF | BUTTERFLIES | AND | MOTHS. | [8 mm plain rule] | VOL. L” (48 mm 
vertical span; distance from top of spine may vary by up to 5 mm; lettering 4 mm high). In 
blind at the head and tail are one plain rule (outer) and one “bar nebuly” (facing inwards). 
Volume 2 is the same except for “VOL. II.” in the gilt lettering. All edges trimmed. 

Case c: a much later style (Figure 12), though before 1886, since “VAN VOORST”’ 
appears on the spine; considerably different in all respects from those of earlier copies, but 
no variants observed. Boards 191 x 110 mm, deep blue vertical fine rib cloth-grain (Krupp 
Rib2). The end-papers are black. No binder’s ticket. The single integral leaf of Van Voorst 
advertisements in volume 1 is retained but there are no non-integral leaves. Volume 1: the 
front board has blind borders (two narrow plain rules of equal thickness); the back board is 
the same as the front. Gilt lettering on the spine reads: “BRITISH | BUTTERFLIES | AND | 
MOTHS. | [10 mm plain rule] | STAINTON | VOL. L | J. VAN VOORST”. Two gilt plain 
rules of equal width occur at the head and the tail of spine. Volume 2 is the same except for 
“VOL. IL.” in the gilt lettering. All edges trimmed, with the top edge gilt. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE LIST OF BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA 


The List of British Lepidoptera ... arranged as in the Manual of British Butterflies and Moths is a 
separate work, published in two parts in blue wrappers similar to those of The Manual. The 
first part (Stainton, 1857b) appeared soon after the publication of part 12 of The Manual, 
which was the latest part of volume 1 to include separate lists of species (see Table 1). The 
second part (Stainton, 1859c) was published six weeks after volume 2 of The Manual was 
completed (the final species-lists were in the last part, no. 33). Since no details were provided 
by Freeman (1980: item 3535), the contents and pagination of the letterpress have hitherto 
been generally unknown. The following description is of the British Museum legal-deposit 
copy (British Library shelf-mark: General Reference Collection 7296.aa.28). 

Part I of The List was announced for sale in The Substitute for 1856-7 (28 February 1857, 
p. 228). The British Museum acquisition-date of part I was much later, on 16 November 1857. 
Part II is shown on Van Voorst’s list of publications for 1859 (Williams, 2017b: Figure 14), 
and was announced for sale in The Intelligencer of 13 August 1859 (volume 6, p. 160); 
acquisition by the British Museum was delayed until 31 December 1859. 

The printing, arrangements of single leaves, and folding of the four-leaf gatherings 
indicate that the contents are identical with the species-lists previously issued in the parts of 
The Manual (see Table 1). There is no separate title-page in either part, but the title printed on 
page w[1] of the wrapper of part I reads (in quasi-facsimile): 


LIST | OF | BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA. | PART I. | PRINTED ON ONE SIDE ONLY, | for 
Labelling Cabinets. | ARRANGED AS IN THE ‘MANUAL OF BRITISH BUTTERFLIES AND 
| MOTHS,’ BY H. T. STAINTON. | [31 mm rule] | Price 4d. | [31 mm rule] | LONDON : | 
JOHN VAN VOORST, 1, PATERNOSTER ROW. | [6 mm rule] | 1857. 


Wrapper pages w[2-3] are blank, and page w[4] bears Van Voorst’s advertisements for 
part 14 of The Manual (predicting publication on 1 April 1857), and for Richard Shield’s 
Practical Hints Respecting Moths and Butterflies (see Freeman, 1980: 313) and Stainton’s Lists of 
British Tineina (see Freeman, 1980: 325). 
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The contents consist of seven un-paginated leaves, comprising the following species- 
lists, in order: “MANUAL LIST OF BUTTERFLIES” (one leaf recto from part 2 of The 
Manual); “MANUAL LIST OF SPHINGES AND BOMBYCES” (two conjunct leaves, rectos, 
from part 7 of The Manual); “MANUAL LIST OF NOCTUZ” (four-leaf gathering, recto, 
verso, recto, verso, folded vertically in half twice, with the last two leaves still joined at the 
fore-edge, from part 12 of The Manual). All the versos are blank. 

Part II of The List has the title printed on page w[1] of the wrapper. It differs from that of 
part I only in the following respects: 

| PART ID. | ........ | [44 mm rule] | Price 8d. | [44 mm rule] | ........ | 1859. | 

The wrapper pages w[2-3] are blank, and page w[4] bears Van Voorst’s advertisement 
for volumes 1-3 of The Natural History of the Tineina (see Freeman, 1980: 325-326), with 
volume 4 in press. 

The contents consist of 18 un-paginated leaves, comprising the following species-lists, in 
order: “MANUAL LIST OF GEOMETRA:” (four-leaf gathering, rectos, folded first 
horizontally at the head, then vertically, from part 20 of The Manual); “MANUAL LIST OF 
PYRALIDES” (two conjunct leaves, rectos, from part 20 of The Manual); “MANUAL LIST OF 
TORTRICES” (four-leaf gathering, recto, verso, recto, verso, folded vertically in half twice, 
with the last two leaves still joined at the fore-edge, from part 26 of The Manual); seven leaves 
“MANUAL LIST OF TINEINA” and one leaf “PTEROPHORINA” (forming two four-leaf 
gatherings folded like the Tortrices, from part 33 of The Manual). All the versos are blank. 

Freeman (1980) stated “Some copies printed on one side”. That is indeed the case for the 
legal-deposit copy now in the British Library, the only copy that I have seen, but since the 
leaves are clearly identical with those issued in the parts of The Manual, it seems unlikely that 
double-sided copies might also exist. Freeman provided no evidence that he had seen such a 
copy. Moreover, the title is explicit in stating “PRINTED ON ONE SIDE ONLY”. These lists 
were intended for labelling Lepidoptera collections, so there would have been no point in 
printing them double-sided (see, for instance, Figure 6). According to COPAC, there are no 
double-sided copies in any British academic library; in fact, only two examples are recorded 
— in the British Library and in the Hope Library, Oxford (part I only). 
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APPENDIX: 
DATING OF RELEVANT WORKS CONTEMPORANEOUS WITH THE MANUAL 


The following notes address the dating of a number of works on Lepidoptera that 
include nomenclatural acts or descriptions of new taxa potentially competing for precedence 
with those in The Manual. These works include not only those alluded to by Fletcher (1930) 
with regard to the Tortricina group, but others that might have some bearing on 
nomenclatural issues of importance arising from other taxa in The Manual, besides the 
Tortricina. 

In many of these works the involvement of Edward Newman as printer or editor 
(sometimes both), H. T. Stainton as author or editor, and John Van Voorst as publisher 
would have served to ensure the rapid dissemination of copies after publication, and to 
guarantee accurate information on their dating. Furthermore, the Europe-wide network of 
brother entomologists ensured the contemporary sharing of information, so that Stainton 
was Clearly aware of the forthcoming publications by Samuel James Wilkinson (1816-1903) 7° 
and Achille Guenée while publication of the parts of The Manual was in progress (see later). 
Thus, while awaiting publication of the most recent work of Guenée (1857a [1858], 1857b 
[1858]), he delayed the commencement of volume 2 (see Stainton, 1857c: w[4]), advising that: 


This Number of the ‘Manual’ brings the First Volume to a conclusion. A pause of a few 
months will now ensue before the publication of No. 15. This is in order to enable M. Guenee’s 
work on the GEOMETRZ:, which is now in the press, to appear before the GEOMETR& are 
commenced in the ‘Manual.’ As M. Guenée has been working at the group for several years, it 
is manifestly desirable to avail ourselves of the results of his investigations. 


In the second supplement (dated 1860) of William Yarrell’s A History of British Fishes is a 
leaf headed “Books published by Mr. Van Voorst during 1859” (see Williams, 2017b: Figure 
14). It includes the following relevant publications: The British Tortrices; An Accentuated List of 
the British Lepidoptera (either 8vo, 5s. or sewed, price 3d.); A Manual of British Butterflies and 
Moths (Nos. 23 to 33); The Entomologist’s Annual for 1860; Natural History of the Tineina 
(volume 4); and List of British Lepidoptera (part 2). However, the inclusion of part 23 of The 
Manual is an error (see Table 1). All these works, and others discussed herein, were 
published during the period 1856-1859 when the parts of The Manual were being issued. 
Table 3 shows chronologically the earliest evidence for the publication of each, extracted 
from the notes that follow. 


List of the Specimens of Lepidopterous Insects in the Collection of the British Museum 


The extensive catalogue of Lepidoptera in the British Museum, authored by Francis 
Walker (1809-1874) was issued in 35 parts between 1854 and 1866 during the tenure of John 


20 Wilkinson was an obscure figure in entomology even during his own lifetime. He was “a somewhat 
taciturn, uncommunicative man, inclined to be self-centred”, who nevertheless had responded to Stainton’s 
(1855) request in the Entomologist’s Annual for an author to write a monograph on the British Tortricina. “The 
veteran died having, we believe, added nothing to the sum total of entomological literature since the 
publication of his first and last work in 1859” (Ellison, 1945). It is little wonder, then, that an account of 
Wilkinson is conspicuous by its absence from the copious biographical notes on contemporary lepidopterists 
in An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera (Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 [1859]). 
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Edward Gray (1800-1875) as Keeper of Zoology in the British Museum. In the introduction 
to part VIL, Gray wrote: 


The object of the present Catalogue has been to give a complete list of the specimens of 
Lepidopterous Insects contained in the collection of the British Museum, indicating at the 
same time the peculiarities of each, as regards variation of character, locality, and the source 
from whence it has been derived. With this view, the different individuals of each species 
contained in the collection are indicated by the letters a, b, c &c., following the name of the 
species and its synonymes, and the description, if it appeared to have been before 
undescribed. 


The series appeared under the auspices of the Trustees of the British Museum, and was 
printed by Edward Newman. Parts VII-XIX were published during the period of interest in 
the present context. The series is not recorded in the Publishers’ Circular; nor, apparently, in 
advertisements in any British newspapers. However, Nye (1975: 6-7) provided (without 
stating his source) “the date on which each printed part was submitted to and approved by 
the Trustees of the British Museum”. I interpret this to indicate dates of proofs for approval, 
so actual publication must have been later. Therefore, the earliest evidence of publication is 
taken to be the dates of presentation to the Entomological Society of London, which are, with 
one exception (see footnote 21), consistent with the data of Nye (1975). 

Part VII (Walker, 1856a) was published after 1 May 1856, the date of Gray’s introduction, 
but not before 10 May 1856 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological Society 
of London on 2 June 1856 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series 
volume 4, page 16 of “Proceedings” ). 

Part VII (Walker, 1856b) was published after 28 July 1856, the date of Gray’s preface, 
but not before 9 August 1856 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 6 October 1856 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 4, page 28 of “Proceedings”). 

Part IX (Walker, 1856c) was published after [31] October 1856, the date of Gray’s preface, 
but not before 22 November 1856 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 1 December 1856 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 4, page 36 of “Proceedings”). 

Part X (Walker, 1856d [1857]) was published after 29 December 1856, the date of Gray’s 
preface. Although Nye (1975) gives the earliest possible date as 14 February 1857, a copy was 
presented to the Entomological Society of London on 2 February 1857 (see Transactions of the 
Entomological Society of London, new series volume 4, page 56 of “Proceedings”). 

Part XI (Walker, 1857a) was published after 10 March 1857, the date of Gray’s preface. 
Although Nye (1975) gives the earliest possible date as 9 May 1857, a copy was presented to 
the Entomological Society of London on 4 May 1857 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 4, page 69 of “Proceedings”). 

Part XII (Walker, 1857b) was published after 7 July 1857, the date of Gray’s preface. A 
copy was presented to the Entomological Society of London on 7 September 1857 (see 
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series volume 4, page 86 of 
“Proceedings”). This is inconsistent with the earliest possible date of 9 January 1858 given by 
Nye (1975), which is therefore rejected. 7! 


21 Nye’s (1975) date for part XII seems very likely to be a misprint, since it is the same date as that given for 
part XIII; the date for the latter part is corroborated by its date of presentation to the Entomological Society of 
London. 
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Part XIII (Walker, 1857c [1858]) was published after 24 December 1857, the date of 
Gray’s preface, but not before 9 January 1858 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the 
Entomological Society of London on 1 March 1858 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 5, page 7 of “Proceedings’”). 

Part XIV (Walker, 1858a) was published after 26 April 1858, the date of Gray’s preface, 
but not before 22 May 1858 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological Society 
of London on 7 June 1858 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series 
volume 5, page 26 of “Proceedings” ). 

Part XV (Walker, 1858b) was published after 20 August 1858, the date of Gray’s preface, 
but not before 9 October 1858 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 1 November 1858 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 5, page 42 of “Proceedings”). 

Part XVI (Walker, 1858c [1859]) was published after 20 December 1858, the date of 
Gray’s preface, but not before 22 January 1859 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the 
Entomological Society of London on 7 February 1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 5, page 53 of “Proceedings”). 

Part XVII (Walker, 1859a) was published after 13 March 1859, the date of Gray’s preface, 
but not before 14 May 1859 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the Entomological Society 
of London on 6 June 1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series 
volume 5, page 68 of “Proceedings” ). 

Part XVIII (Walker, 1859b) was published after 2 September 1859, the date of Gray’s 
preface, but not before 8 October 1859 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the 
Entomological Society of London on 7 November 1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 5, page 82 of “Proceedings”). 

Part XIX (Walker, 1859c [1860?]) was published after 12 November 1859, the date of 
Gray’s preface, but not before 10 December 1859 (Nye, 1975). A copy was presented to the 
Entomological Society of London on 2 January 1860 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 5, page 89 of “Proceedings”). 


Table 3. Combined chronological list of earliest evidenced publication of the original parts of A Manual of 
British Butterflies and Moths and relevant contemporaneous works (1856-1859). 


Earliest evidence of 


Title Author(s) or editor Reference LN 
publication 
The Entomologist’s Annual for 1856 31 December 1855 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 1 29 February 1856 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 22 March 1856 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 3 22 April 1856 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 4 31 May 1856 


List of Specimens ... British Museum, part VII F. Walker Walker (1856a) 2 June 1856 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 5 28 June 1856 


A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 6 1 August 1856 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 7 30 August 1856 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 8 1 October 1856 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part VIII 6 October 1856 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 9 31 October 1856 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths Stainton (1856-1859) Part 10 29 November 1856 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part IX Walker (1856c) 1 December 1856 


ISSN 2045-4651 CAC1F546-9F67-4829-BEE4-74BCOA80DFF1 Published 24 January 2019 


R. B. Williams 


Title 


The Entomologist’s Annual for 1857 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part X 
List of British Lepidoptera, part I 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XI 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XII 
The Natural History of the Tineina, volume 2 
The Entomologist’s Annual for 1858 

Histoire Naturelle des Insectes, volume 9 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XIII 
Histoire Naturelle des Insectes, volume 10 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XIV 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
The Natural History of the Tineina, volume 3 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XV 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
The Entomologist’s Annual for 1859 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera 
(the book) 


A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XVI 
The Zoologist Synonymic List of British 
Butterflies and Moths 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera 
(the pamphlet) 


A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
Classification der europdischen Tortricinen 
The British Tortrices 

A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
Classification der europaischen Tortricinen 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 
List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XVII 
A Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 

The Natural History of the Tineina, volume 4 
List of British Lepidoptera, part II 
Classification der europaischen Tortricinen 
Classification der europaischen Tortricinen 
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Author(s) or editor Reference 


Earliest evidence of 
publication 


Stainton (1857 [1856]) 20 December 1856 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 11 5 January 1857 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 12 


2 February 1857 


F. Walker Walker (1856d [1857]) 2 February 1857 
Stainton (1857b) 28 February 1857 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 13 2 March 1857 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 14 16 March 1857 
Walker (1857a) 4 May 1857 

7 September 1857 
Stainton ef al. (1857) 31 October 1857 
Stainton (1858 [1857]) 26 December 1857 
8 January 1858 
Walker (1857c [1858]) 1 March 1858 

19 March 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 15 1 April 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 16 1 May 1858 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 17 5 June 1858 
F. Walker Walker (1858a) 7 June 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 18 1 July 1858 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 19 2 August 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 20 4 September 1858 
18 September 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 21 4 October 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 22 1 November 1858 
1 November 1858 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 23 4 December 1858 
Stainton (1859 [1858]) 18 December 1858 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 24 1 January 1859 


Entomological 


and Cambridge [1859]) 


Entomological Societies of 
Societies of Oxford | Oxford and Cambridge (1858 


29 January 1859 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 25 7 February 1859 


Walker (1858c [1859]) 


7 February 1859 


i. Doubleday Doubleday (1859) 26 February 1859 


H. T. H.T.Stainton | 
Entomological 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 26 
Entomological Societies of 


5 March 1859 
7 March 1859 


Societies of Oxford | Oxford and Cambridge (1859) 
and Cambridge 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 27/28 | 2 April 1859 
[30] April 1859 
30 April 1859 
Stainton (1856-1859) Part 29/30 | 2 May 1859 
[31] May 1859 
4 June 1859 

6 June 1859 


Stainton (1856-1859) Part 33 1 July 1859 


Stainton ef al. (1859) 13 August 1859 
Stainton (1859c) 13 August 1859 

[31] August 1859 
[30] September 1859 
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Earliest evidence of 
publication 


List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XVIII 7 November 1859 
Classification der europaischen Tortricinen [30] November 1859 
Classification der europaischen Tortricinen [31] December 1859 
The Entomologist’s Annual for 1860 31 December 1859 


List of Specimens ... British Museum, part XIX | F. Walker Walker (1859c [1860?]) 2 January 1860 


Title Author(s) or editor Reference 


List of British Lepidoptera ... arranged as in the Manual of British Butterflies and Moths 


A full bibliographical description of these species-lists (Stainton, 1857b, 1859c), extracted 
from The Manual, has already been provided herein, establishing for the first time the 
detailed contents of both parts. The earliest available date of part I has been established as 28 
February 1857; and of part II, 13 August 1859. However, their original publication in the 
parts of The Manual takes precedence over this re-issue. 


Histoire Naturelle des Insectes: Species Général des Lépidopteéres 


The Histoire Naturelle des Insectes was a series of volumes by Jean Baptiste Alphonse 
Déchauffour de Boisduval (1801-1879) (see Entomological Societies of Oxford and 
Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xi—xii) and Achille Guenée. Stainton delayed the commencement of 
volume 2 of The Manual, which begins with an account of the Geometrina (pages 1-123 of 
parts 15-20), while awaiting publication of the two volumes of the Histoire Naturelle des 
Insectes that address that group (Guenée, 1857a [1858], 1857b [1858]). In fact, part 15 of The 
Manual was published very soon after their publication early in 1858 (see Table 3), because in 
April 1857, Stainton had already seen “some of the proof sheets of the volumes of the 
Geometridae”, which Guenée optimistically but wrongly predicted would be published in 
September 1857 (Stainton, 1857d). 

Guenée’s crucial volumes were numbers 9 and 10 of the Histoire Naturelle des Insectes 
series, comprising volumes 1 and 2 of Uranides et Phalénites. Accurate dating may be derived 
from the weekly French publication, Bibliographie de la France: Journal Général de l’Imprimerie et 
de la Librairie. Thus, volume 1 of Uranides et Phalénites was published between 2 and 8 
January 1858 (see Bibliographie de la France, series 2, volume 2, no. 2); Stainton (1858) had 
received his copy by 9 January 1858. Volume 2 was published between 13 and 19 March 1858 
(see Bibliographie de la France, series 2, volume 2, no. 12). 

Stainton’s stated intention (volume 1 of The Manual, page 171) was to follow Guenée’s 
nomenclature of the Noctuina. Although that nomenclature was later so strongly endorsed 
by Doubleday (1859), Stainton nevertheless departed significantly from it, to the frustration 
of other practising lepidopterists (Crewe (1857). 


Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift 


The objective of Fletcher’s (1930) paper was to demonstrate that the parts of The Manual 
dealing with the Tortricina moths pre-date a series of papers by Julius Lederer (1821-1870) in 
the Wiener Entomologische Monatschrift that includes some taxa in common with The Manual. 
The series in question is entitled “Classification der europaischen Tortricinen” (Table 3), and 
was published in instalments over several months. 
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The numbers of the journal in which the six instalments were published are dated only 
to the month, and so the earliest date of publication that may safely be assumed is the last 
day of the month in each case. Those dates are as follows: 30 April 1859 (Lederer, 1859a); 31 
May 1859 (Lederer, 1859b); 31 August 1859 (Lederer, 1859c); 30 September 1859 (Lederer, 
1859d); 30 November 1859 (Lederer, 1859e); 31 December 1859 (Lederer, 1859f). Hagen (1863: 
464) was unable to provide closer dating. 


The Entomologist’s Annual 


The Entomologist’s Annual was edited by Stainton, printed by C. Roworth and Sons (Bell 
Yard, Temple Bar, London) and published by Van Voorst from 1855 to 1874. 

A copy of the 1856 annual (Stainton, 1856 [1855]) was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 7 January 1856 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 3, page 124 of “Proceedings”). However, according to the Publishers’ 
Circular of 1 January 1856 (volume 19, no. 439, p. 5), it was published between 15 and 31 
December 1855. Hence, the earliest date of publication that may safely be assumed is 31 
December 1855. 

A copy of the 1857 annual (Stainton, 1857 [1856]) was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 5 January 1857 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 4, page 38 of “Proceedings”). According to the Publishers’ Circular of 1 
January 1857 (volume 20, no. 463, p. 4), it was published between 13 and 31 December 1856, 
but it was announced to be due out on 20 December 1856 (see The Substitute for 1856-7 on 13 
December 1856, page 95). Hence, the earliest date of publication that may safely be assumed 
is 20 December 1856. 

The 1858 annual (Stainton, 1858 [1857]) was published between 1 and 14 January 1858, 
according to the Publishers’ Circular of 16 January 1858 (volume 21, no. 488, p. 4), and a copy 
was presented to the Entomological Society of London on 4 January 1858 (see Transactions of 
the Entomological Society of London, new series volume 4, page 99 of “Proceedings”). However, 
it was available by 26 December 1857 (see The Intelligencer, volume 3, p. 104), so that is the 
earliest date of publication that may safely be assumed. 

A copy of the 1859 annual (Stainton, 1859 [1858]) was presented to the Entomological 
Society of London on 3 January 1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, 
new series volume 5, page 46 of “Proceedings”). However, according to the Publishers’ 
Circular of 31 December 1858 (volume 21, no. 511, p. 643), it was published between 14 and 
31 December 1858 and was, in fact, available by 18 December 1858 (see The Intelligencer, 
volume 5, p. 89), the earliest date of publication that may safely be assumed. 

The 1860 annual (Stainton, 1860 [1859]) is not recorded in the Publishers’ Circular, but a 
copy was presented to the Entomological Society of London on 2 January 1860 (see 
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series volume 5, page 89 of 
“Proceedings”). However, it was available by 31 December 1859, the earliest date of 
publication that may safely be assumed (see The Intelligencer, volume 7, p. 112). 


An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera 


Van Voorst issued two publications under this main title for the Entomological Societies 
of Oxford and Cambridge; both were printed by Taylor and Francis (Red Lion Court, Fleet 
street, London). The first item was a book with the full title An Accentuated List of the British 
Lepidoptera, with Hints on the Derivation of the Names (Figure 13), issued in publisher's cloth- 
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covered boards (Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 [1859]). The second 
was a 16-page pamphlet, stab-sewn without wrappers (Figure 14), with the shorter title An 
Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera (Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 
1859). The title-page of the book is dated 1858, and that of the pamphlet is dated 1859, but 
both items were in fact published in 1859. Copies of the book may be found with Van 
Voorst’s advertisements sewn at the end (16 pages dated December 1858, or 8 pages dated 
May 1868), or without advertisements. 

Whether or not the book-issue of An Accentuated List was published before the end of 
1858 might have remained unquestioned (as in Freeman, 1980: item 2895), if not for its 
inclusion in the list of “Books published by Mr. Van Voorst during 1859” (see Williams, 
2017b: Figure 14). At a meeting of the Oxford University Entomological Society on 2 
November 1858, the book was in proof, and publication was declared to be imminent 
(Anonymous, 1858). Nevertheless, it was not until 29 January 1859 (see The Intelligencer, 
volume 5, p. 144) that the book was announced as “just published”; “The arrangement 
follows that of Mr. Doubleday’s forthcoming lists and Mr. Stainton’s volume of the ‘Insecta 
Britannica’ ”. However, at the same time the reader was informed that the pamphlet, “The 
‘Accentuated List’ only (price 3d.) is nearly ready”. 

Furthermore, in the Publishers’ Circular of 15 February 1859 (volume 22, no. 514, p. 83) it 
is stated that “LEPIDOPTERA. An Accentuated List of British Lepidoptera; with Hints on 
the Derivation of the Names. 8vo. cloth, 5s.” was published between 31 January and 14 
February 1859. A copy was presented to the Entomological Society of London on 7 February 
1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series volume 5, page 53 of 
“Proceedings”). Although both the book and the pamphlet were correctly included in Van 
Voorst’s aforementioned list of 1859 publications, it is clear from the information above that 
they were not published simultaneously. Three copies of “An Accentuated List of British 
Lepidoptera” were donated by the Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge to the 
Entomological Society of London on 7 March 1859 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 5, page 58 of “Proceedings”). In view of the multiple 
copies, and the fact that a copy of the book had already been presented on 7 February 1859, it 
seems certain that the item in question was the pamphlet. 

At a further meeting of the Oxford University Entomological Society, it was noted that 
the compilers of An Accentuated List had relied on a manuscript copy of Doubleday’s 
Synonymic List, which he had made available before its publication (see above), for which 
reason some species omitted by Doubleday were also omitted from An Accentuated List 
(Anonymous, 1859). It was further noted that some of those species “are given in our 
threepenny list, though not in the five shilling book”; the “threepenny list” was “Intended 
for Transmission by Post, and for facilitating the Exchange of Specimens”. This pamphlet is 
not recorded by Freeman (1980). In fact, it is almost invariably overlooked in entomological 
bibliographies, but it is important to note that it contains more species-names than the book 
from which it is derived: “Since the publication of the larger Work from which these names 
are reprinted, the ‘Entomologist’s Annual’ has announced the discovery of some new 
species; their names we have printed in this List, which therefore contains some not to be 
found in our other Volume” (Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1859: 16). 
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| ACCENTUATED LIST 


OF THE 


BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA, 


WITH HINTS ON THE 


DERIVATION OF THE NAMES. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETIES OF OXFORD AND 
CAMBRIDGE. 


LONDON: 
JOHN VAN VOORST, PATERNOSTER ROW. 


1858. 


Figure 13. Title-page of the book, An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera, with Hints on 
the Derivation of the Names. Actual size 221 x 141 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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ACCENTUATED LIST 


BRITISH LEPIDOPTERA. 


NE NR ae a een, 


PUBLISHED BY 
THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETIES OF OXFORD AND 
Mg CAMBRIDGE. 


RN rer rir ct mine teen lt 


LONDON: 
JOHN VAN VOORST, PATERNOSTER ROW, 
1859, 


| Price Three Pence. | 


Figure 14. Title-page of the stab-sewn pamphlet, An Accentuated List of the British Lepidoptera. 
Actual size 218 x 140 mm. Photo R. B. Williams, 2018. 
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The British Tortrices 


The British Tortrices (Wilkinson, 1859) is one of the works that Fletcher (1930) explicitly 
stated was pre-dated by the parts of The Manual that deal with the Tortricina moths (parts 
22-26, pages 188-277); the two publications include a significant number of taxa in common. 
The British Tortrices was stated to have been published between 14 and 30 April 1859 (see 
Publishers’ Circular of 2 May 1859, volume 22, no. 519, p. 205). Unfortunately, confusion was 
caused by its announcement among “the principal issues of the fortnight” as “The British 
Tortoises” [!]. Even more unfortunately, it was subsequently “corrected” in the Publishers’ 
Circular of 16 May 1859 (volume 22, no. 520, p. 230) thus: “in Entomology, The British 
Tortoices (mis-printed last number Tortoises)”. Mercifully, no further attempt was made to 
correct the title! 

The book was noticed no fewer than fourteen times as “in the press” in The Intelligencer 
between 6 November 1858 (volume 5, p. 48) and 16 April 1859 (volume 6, p. 24). In view of 
these constant reminders, the final announcements between 23 April 1859 (volume 6, p. 32) 
and 7 May 1859 (volume 6, p. 47) of its stated official publication on 1 May 1859 may be 
confidently accepted, although copies were apparently available on the day before (see 
above). However, the earliest date that it was referred to in the Proceedings of the 
Entomological Society of London was not until 6 June 1859 (see Transactions of the 
Entomological Society of London, new series volume 5, page 69 of “Proceedings”). Since the 
portion of The Manual that deals with the Tortricina moths comprises parts 22-26, it can be 
confirmed by Table 3 that they pre-date The British Tortrices, as postulated by Fletcher (1930). 

In a brief obituary notice of Wilkinson, McLachlan (1903) wrote of The British Tortrices: 


It was not very favourably received at the time; to some the (acknowledged) want of 
synonymy and bibliography was a great disappointment; to others the work was in advance 
of the times, for the employment of neuration, &c., in generic limitation in Tortrices was 
beyond the sphere of those British entomologists who could not conceive that anything of 
importance lay concealed beneath the scales. 


Unfortunately, it is the lack both of synonymies and of a bibliography that now makes it 
difficult to extract certain key nomenclatural information from the work. 


The Natural History of the Tineina 


The Natural History of the Tineina comprises 13 volumes, printed by C. Roworth and Sons 
of London, and published jointly by Van Voorst, Deyrolle of Paris and E. S. Mittler und Sohn 
of Berlin between 1855 and 1873. Stainton was the senior author, assisted by Philipp 
Christoph Zeller (1808-1883) (see Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 
[1859]: xliii), Johann Friedrich Heinrich Konrad Frey (1822-1890) (see Entomological 
Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xxii) and John William Douglas (1814-1905) 
(see Entomological Societies of Oxford and Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xv). The volumes of 
present interest are 2 (1857), 3 (1858), and 4 (1859). 

Volume 2 (Stainton et al., 1857) describes 24 species of the genus Lithocolletis (family 
Lithocolletidae). It was published between 31 October and 15 November 1857 (see Publishers’ 
Circular of 16 November 1857, volume 20, no. 484, p. 489). This can be narrowed down to 31 
October 1857 (see The Intelligencer, volume 3, p. 33); a copy was presented to the 
Entomological Society of London on 2 November 1857 (see Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London, new series volume 4, page 93 of “Proceedings”). Most of the species 
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described therein pre-date part 32 (see pages 415422) of The Manual (see Table 3), but some 
of them do not appear in The Manual. 

Volume 3 (Stainton et al., 1858) describes 21 species of the genus Elasticha and three 
species of Tischeria (family Elastichidae). It was published between 14 and 30 September 1858 
(see Publishers’ Circular of 1 October 1858, volume 21, no. 505, p. 422). An announcement 
appeared on 18 September in The Intelligencer (volume 4, p. 200), but a copy was not 
presented to the Entomological Society of London until 4 October 1858 (see Transactions of the 
Entomological Society of London, new series volume 5, page 39 of “Proceedings”). Most of the 
species described therein pre-date parts 31 (see pages 405-408) and 32 (see pages 409-413) of 
The Manual (see Table 3). However, some of the species do not appear in The Manual. 

Volume 4 (Stainton et al., 1859) describes 24 species of the genus Coleophora (family 
Coleophoridae). It was included in Van Voorst’s list of 1859 publications; published between 
30 July and 13 August 1859 (see Publishers’ Circular of 15 August 1859, volume 22, no. 526, p. 
413). The date of 13 August 1859 is corroborated in The Intelligencer (volume 6, p. 151). A 
copy was belatedly presented to the Entomological Society of London on 3 October 1859 (see 
Transactions of the Entomological Society of London, new series volume 5, page 79 of 
“Proceedings” ). Most of the species described therein are pre-dated in parts 30 (see page 384) 
and 31 (see pages 385-392) of The Manual (see Table 3), although some of them do not appear 
in The Manual. 


The Zoologist Synonymic List of British Butterflies and Moths 


Henry Doubleday of Epping, Essex (1808-1875), not to be confused with his 
horticulturist cousin Henry Doubleday of Coggeshall, Essex (1810-1902), was well-known 
both as an ornithologist and as an entomologist (see Entomological Societies of Oxford and 
Cambridge, 1858 [1859]: xv). His second edition of The Zoologist Synonymic List of British 
Butterflies and Moths (Doubleday, 1859) was explicitly associated with Guenée’s work, since 
according to its title-page it was based on “the arrangement and nomenclature by M. 
Gueneée”. Its editions and supplements are somewhat confusing. Freeman (1980: item 1039) 
accounts for some of them, amongst which are printings dated 1859 and 1866, both alleged to 
be second editions, although according to Freeman, they are identical except for the 
inclusion of a second supplement in the 1866 issue. Furthermore, a copy dated 1862, but also 
identified on its wrapper as a second edition, is to be found on the Biodiversity Heritage 
Library website (accessed 16 September 2018). 

It is possible, or even probable, that these “editions” are really issues of the same 
printing in different wrappers. That dated 1859, i.e., the first of the several alleged “second 
editions”, is apparently the genuine second edition, hence is the crucial version in the 
present context. In it, Doubleday (1859: w[2]) notes that it “contains the whole of the 
ascertained British species”; it may, therefore, be a source of some names pre-dating those 
used by Stainton in The Manual. Doubleday’s Synonymic List is announced, as “This day is 
published”, in The Intelligencer (volume 5, p. 176), itself published on 26 February 1859. Since 
Edward Newman was the publisher of both, that date is most probably the actual day of 
publication, since it was that of the earliest such notice in The Intelligencer. 
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Although Stainton referred to the first edition of the Synonymic List (Doubleday, 1850) 
for his synonymies in The Manual, he clearly recognized that the second edition had been 
published before The Manual was completed. ?? However, he had already, in the earlier parts 
of The Manual, departed from what was then accepted to be the definitive nomenclature of 
Doubleday (1850), causing considerable consternation among his peers (Bree et al., 1856). 


22 At the head of Appendix I (“List of British Lepidoptera”) of each volume of The Manual (volume 1, page 321; 
volume 2, page 447), Stainton notes “with the names used by Doubleday (in his ‘Synonymic list of British 
Lepidoptera’), and by Stephens and by Stainton (in their British Museum Catalogues of British Lepidoptera) 
given as synonyms”. Furthermore, in volume 2 (page 447) he states, “It should be borne in mind that the 
Doubleday’s List here referred to is the first edition (not that recently published), and consequently no 
Doubledayian synonyms are assigned to the Crambites, Tineina and Pterophorina”. 
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